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Agenda  
Wednesday, 1 July 2026 

Registration: 9.00am 
Congress Commences: 9.30am sharp 

 
1. OPENING 

1.1 WELCOME SPEECH BY CHAIRMAN OF MACAO 2026 ORGANISING COMMITTEE   
  1.2 WELCOME SPEECH BY DR PRAKOB CHIRAKITI, FIP PRESIDENT 
  1.3 ROLL CALL  
  1.4 ELECTION OF 3 TELLERS 

 1.5  ROLL CALL TO DISTRIBUTE VOTING CARDS     
             

 2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 77TH FIP CONGRESS 
 2.1 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 77TH FIP CONGRESS 

2.2 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES       
 
 3. REPORTING  
  3.1 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE FIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS      
  3.2 FINANCIAL REPORTS    
  3.2.1 FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE YEARS 2024 AND 2025  
  3.2.2 REPORTS OF THE AUDITORS  
  3.2.3 APPROVAL OF THE FIP MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION FEE 2025 - 2026 
   - NO INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP TIER IRREGARDLESS OF EXHIBITS INCREASE 

3.2.4 DISCHARGE OF THE FIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS FROM THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 

THEIR CONDUCT OF BUSINESS DURING AUGUST 2024 – JUNE 2026  
 3.3        APPROVAL ON ACTIVITIES OF THE FIP PHILATELIC COMMISSIONS  
 3.4 CONFIRMATION OF THE NEW COMMISSIONS’ CHAIRMEN 
 3.5 APPROVAL OF THE NEW SREVS AND GUIDELINES BY THE POSTAL HISTORY COMMISSION  

(ANNEX 1) AND ANY OTHER COMMISSIONS 
 

 
 
4. PROPOSAL FROM THE FIP BOARD    
  4.1 APPOINTMENT OF THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR                
  The FIP Board recommends the appointment of BDO to continue as the external 
  Auditor (2027 – 2028), to comply with Swiss fiscal jurisdiction   
 

 
5. ELECTIONS 

5.1  1 PRESIDENT – 1 CANDIDATE 
- DR PRAKOB CHIRAKITI, THAILAND 

 
5.2 1 VICE-PRESIDENT FOR ASIA – 1 CANDIDATE 

- MR RICHARD TAN, SINGAPORE 
  
5.3 1 DIRECTOR FOR ASIA - 1 CANDIDATE 

- MR ABDULLA KHOORY, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
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LIGHT LUNCH (12.00H – 13:00H) 
 

 
6.  MOTION FROM MEMBER FEDERATION 

6.1  MOTION FROM THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF FINLAND ON AMENDMENTS TO FIP 

GREV ARTICLES 3.1,4.3,4.4 AND 5.3 
 
7. MOTIONS FROM THE FIP BOARD 
      7.1 MOTION ON AMENDMENTS TO FIP GREV 

 
7.2  UPDATES TO THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF FIP FOR FIP EXHIBITIONS (GREX) 

ARTICLE 30.4 
 
8. EXHIBITIONS 

8.1 CONFIRMATION OF FIP PATRONAGE FOR THE FOLLOWING EXHIBITIONS  
  8.1.1  BOSTON 2026 

 
8.2 CONFIRMATION OF PROVISIONAL FIP PATRONAGE FOR NEW EXHIBITIONS  

8.2.1 PRAGA 2028 
8.2.2 IBRA 2028 
        

10. TO AWARD THE FIP MEDAL OF EXCEPTIONAL JURY SERVICE 
 
      
11. ANY OTHER MATTERS          
  
  
12. CLOSING OF CONGRESS 
 
 
 

LIGHT COCKTAIL  SERVED TO CELEBRATE FIP CENTENARY 
 (15:00H – 16:00H) 
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Activities during the period August 2024 – February 2026  
 

The FIP Board of Directors consists of: 
President   Prakob Chirakiti 
Vice-Presidents  Yigal Nathaniel 
    Tan Eng Chuan, Richard 
    Aldo Samamé y Samamé 
Directors   Reinaldo Macedo 
    Peter Suhadolc 
    Abdulla Khoory  
      
FIP Secretariat 
Secretary General  Kelly Ong  
  
 
The following Board meetings were held by the new Board since August 2024: 
 
Meeting Dates    City 
175th  September 11, 2024  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
176th   September 27, 2024  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
177th   November 5, 2024  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
178th   December 1, 2024  Shanghai, China 
179th  December 3, 2024  Shanghai, China 
180th  January 9, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
181st  February 4, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom  
182nd  March 20, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
183rd  April 15, 2025   Conference Meeting, Zoom 
184th  May 8, 2025   Birmingham, UK 
185th  July 1, 2025   Conference Meeting, Zoom 
186th  August 5, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom 

187th   September 2, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
188th   October 7, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
189th  October 21, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom  
190th  November 11, 2025  Conference Meeting, Zoom  
191st  December 9, 2025   Conference Meeting, Zoom  
192nd   January 14, 2026  Conference Meeting, Zoom 
193rd  February 8, 2026  Dubai, UAE 
194th   February 9, 2026  Dubai, UAE 
 
Designated FIP Consultants for FIP Exhibitions (2027 – 2028) 
Exhibitions    FIP Consultants  Assistant Consultant    
BELGRADE 2027   Peter Suhadolc   Yigal Nathaniel 
SLOVPHLIEX 2027   Yigal Nathaniel  Peter Suhadolc 
PRAGA 2028    Yigal Nathaniel  Peter Suhadolc 
IBRA 2028    Peter Suhadolc   Yigal Nathaniel 
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FIP Jury Academy  
i) Class #10 was held in Dubai, UAE from 30 January – 2 February 2026 and 12 FIP jurors 

successfully completed the course. 
 
 
FIP Sponsorship Scheme 2025 - 2026 
FIP further sponsored US$5,000 to each of the following exhibitions to support Philately at the regional 
level organised by FIP Members: 
 
EXHITION    DATE     FIP REPRESENTIVE 
 
LIBEREC 2025   19 - 22 June 2025   Yigal Nathaniel 
AMIFIL 2025    14 – 19 October 2025   Aldo Samamé y Samamé 
BALKANFILA XXI   29 April – 2 May 2026  Yigal Nathaniel 
(partial sponsorship) 
BOLIVIA 2025   17 – 22 August 2026   Aldo Samamé y Samamé 
5 NATIONS 2026   24 – 27 September 2026  Prakob Chirakiti 
SRBIJAFILA XVI   7 – 10 October 2026   Peter Suhadolc 
  
FIP Centenary Project 
The FIP Board had launched the FIP Centenary website with all archival resourse for the general public’s 
access, made possible with the contribution of FIP Board, FIP Members and philatelists notably Mr 
Chris King from UK. The website will be continously updated with Commemorative sheets issued by 
various Postal Agencies worldwide in 2026.  
 
FIP Guidelines & Regulations 
The FIP Board has updated the Commissioners’ Guidelines which had been sent to the Commissions 
and uploaded in the FIP website as well as published in FLASH 140 e-magazine. 
 
Responsibilities of the FIP Board of Directors 
Prakob Chirakiti, President Commission & Seminar: Picture Postcards ; Regulations ; Overall 

Jury Matters  
   
  
Yigal Nathaniel, Vice-President FEPA ; Commission & Seminar: Youth Philately & Maximaphily ; 

Jury Matters (Europe); Regulations; Member support; FIP GPC ; 
UPU 

    
Richard Tan, Vice-President  FIAP ; Treasurer ; Commission & Seminar: Traditional Philately & 

Astrophilately ; Jury Matters (Asia) ; Continental Jury Academy 
Member support; FIP GPC; UPU; Public Relations 

 
Aldo Samamé y Samamé, Vice-President FIAF; Commission & Seminar : Aerophilately & Philatelic 

Literature ; Jury Academy ; Continental Jury Academy, Legal 
Matters, Public Relations; Member Support; Dealers ; Co-editor for 
FLASH; Website & YouTube, UPU 

 
Peter Suhadolc, Director Apprentices (FEPA); Commission & Seminar: Thematic & Open 

Philately; Jury Academy ; Continental Jury Academy; Member 
Support; Dealers ; Co-editor for FLASH, Website & Youtube 

 



Agenda Point 3 – Reporting 
3.1 REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE FIP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

78th FIP Congress                    page 5 

Abdulla Khoory, Director Apprentices (FIAP) ;  Commission & Seminar: Revenue & Postal 
History;  Member support; Dealers 

 
Reinaldo E. Macedo, Director Apprentices (FIAF) ; Commission & Seminar: Fight against 

Forgeries/ Postal Stationery; Legal Matters; Finance; 
Commissioners; Member Support  

 
 
In conclusion 
The FIP Board would like to express its appreciation to all Member Federations and philatelists who had 
co-operated with FIP and supported the Board members in their work and efforts to promote philately 
during the last two years. 



ASSETS (in CHF)
UBS (Switzerland) 156,663.45
Cash in Hand + Paypal 4,607.05
HSBC (Singapore) 811,698.72
UOB Kay Hian Trading 13,057.95
Shares & Bonds 1,940,139.56

Patronage & membership fees (in arrears)
38,291.00

Deposit for Lease 0.00

Prepayments 402.95

Total Assets 2,964,860.68 0

LIABILITIES (in CHF)
Creditors 32,235.50
Payments in advance:
Membership fees 0
Patronage / Recognition fees 67,300

67,300.00

Total Liabilities 99,535.50

Capital as at 01.01.2024 / 2025 2,304,292
Loss / Gain for the year 2024/ 2025 561,033

Capital as at 31.12.2024 / 2025 2,865,325.18

Balance 2,964,860.68 0
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Agenda Point 3 - Reporting
3.2.1  Financial Reports

3.2.1 FIP Accounts for 2024 and 2025
Balance Sheets for 2024 and 2025

31/12/2024 31/12/2025

(Auditing still in progress, to 
be circulated to the Congress 

delegates as soon as 

(Auditing still in progress, to 
be circulated to the Congress 

delegates as soon as 
possible)



Profit 2024 2025
Actual Actual
CHF CHF

Membership subscriptions 98,655.00
Losses on Membership fees -13,190.00
Patronage / Recognition fees 46,498.00
FLASH/Advertisments 3,277.35
Other income (Jury Academy/ 
Sponsorships/CC frames etc)

-1,600.00

Total income 133,640.35

Total expenditure 30,865.14

Gross profit 164,505.49
Investment gain 160,973.10

Profit CHF 325,478.59 0.00

Expenditure 2024 2025
Actual Actual
CHF CHF

Secretariat 49,737.25
Services prov. for exhibitions/Administration 0.00
Sponsoring/Subsidies to Exhibitions 17,607.28
Jury Training (Jury Academy) 8,713.11
Domicile registration 540.50
Office Rent 1,691.60
Stationery 1,255.57
Postage, phone, broadband 1,434.60
Insurance 1,341.25
FIP website 6,006.07
Software 0.00
Congress expenses 20,372.01
Board meetings 21,613.21
FLASH (printing & postage) 2,184.64
Taxes 21,257.85
Bookkeeping & Auditing fees 15,464.85
Legal matter 4,613.46
FIP logo and Olymphilex - legal issues 0.00
Bank charges 2,244.46
Value adjustments of investments & Exchange 
rate gain/loss -206,942.85
Total Expenditure -30,865.14 0.00
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2024 
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2025 

 

 
(Auditing still in progress, to be circulated to the Congress delegates as soon as 

possible) 
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For more details on the activities of each of the FIP Commissions,      
please refer to their respective websites

Aerophilately: https://aerophilately.f-i-p.ch 

Astrophilately: https://astrophilately.f-i-p.ch 

Fight Against Forgeries: (not yet available) 

Literature: https://literature.f-i-p.ch 

Maximaphily: https://maximaphily.f-i-p.ch 

Postal History: https://postalhistory.f-i-p.ch 

Postal Stationery: https://postalstationery.f-i-p.ch  

Revenues: https://revenue.f-i-p.ch  

Thematic Philately: https://thematicphilately.f-i-p.ch 

Traditional Philately: https://traditionalphilately.f-i-p.ch 

Youth Philately: https://youthphilately.f-i-p.ch 

Open Philately: -i-p.ch  

Picture Postcards: https://picturepostcards.f-i-p.ch   
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Astrophilately Commission’s Report 2025 

SWITZERLAND – The Society of Space Philatelists (GWP) held monthly gathering as 
usual where members were informed about space activities and related astrophilatelic 
material.  Christian Schmied (our bureau member), the president of GWP is also the 
webmaster of its GWP’s official website g-w-p.ch with constant update and the editor for 
GWP’s quarterly publication “Space Phil News” (SPN) which was distributed to 
Switzerland, Austria, Germany and Belgium.  Well noted achievement in exhibiting was 
GWP’s member from Germany, Stephen Lachhein, whose exhibit entitled “How 
Mankind’s Dream to Reach The Stars Became Reality” won LG in 3 national exhibitions 
in Europe. 

USA On 6th November  David S. Ball, our bureau member and a prominent 
Astrophilatelist delivered the 22nd Maynard Sundman Lecture for the Smithsonian 
National Postal Museum. Despite the government shutdown which did not permit an in-
person talk, 580 registered and attended the online presentation. “ASTROPHILATELY : 
INTERSECTION OF SPACE AND POSTAL HISTORY” was well received. 

INDIA – India deserves special congratulation for the successful virtual aero and astro 
philatelic exhibition AMISIPEX’25. This is the exhibition, whether virtual or physical, 
with the biggest presence of Astrophilately!  Credit goes to Madhukar Jhingan , our 
bureau member, who has played a major role in the organising committee including 
formulating the IREX and also served as the jury secretary.  Our bureau members 
Christian Schmied was an exhibitor and David S. Ball was a juror. Other Astro jurors 
including Charles Bromser (Bureau chairman), Stefan Bruylants (President, Belgian 
Philatelic Society Cosmos) and Walter Hopferweiser (former bureau member and former 
President, Austrian Space Philately Society). 

CHINA -- A team led by Chinese FIP accredited jurors has translated the latest SREV 
and Guidelines for all classes. Following thorough review, the Chinese version of the new 
Guidelines for Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits has been officially released on the All-
China Philatelic Federation website on March 28, 2025.  

A seminar on the new Guidelines for Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits was held on June 
22–23, 2025, hosted by the Chongqing Philatelic Association and organized by the 
Chongqing Astrophilatelic Association. Mr. Lin Da’An, Bureau Member of FIP 
Astrophilately Commission, gave a lecture on the guidelines and provided feedback on 
the astrophilatelic exhibits presented. 

Philatelic Forum of Northeast China was held on 13 and 14 September in the city of 
Shenyang at a shopping mall.   Mr Charles Bromser, Chairman of FIP Astrophilately 
Commission, gave a lecture titled Stories of Astrophilately and Mr. Lin Da’An gave a 
lecture titled Interesting Astrophilately on 13 September. The event attracted over one 
hundred collectors from 16 cities across 9 provinces, and showcased 16 astrophilatelic 
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exhibits (62 frames) . There were also two seminars on 14 September, Judging 
Astrophilatelic Exhibits by Charles Bromser and Understanding the new Guidelines for 
Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits by Lin Da’An. 

 

Chongqing 2025, 1st Sichuan & Chongqing Provincial Astrophilatelic Exhibition was held 
on 22-23 November, 2025, co-organized by Chongqing Philatelic Association and Sichuan 
Provincial Philatelic Association, overall displaying 160 frames among which 105 frames 
are competitive. Two seminars were held during the exhibition, How to Build an Open 
Philately Exhibit-Taking Space Theme as an Example by Mr. Wang Zhigang, FIP 
accredited juror on Thematic and ACPF Vice President, and  Understanding  the New 
Guidelines for Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits by Lin Da’An. 

 

Major publications include CHONGQING ASTROPHILATELY, an annual publication 
by Chongqing Astrophilately Study Group and ASTROPHILATELY, a bi-monthly 
publication by China Space Philatelist Fraternity. Thanks to Xiao Hong, a senior 
Astrophilatelist and a national judge for sending these magazines regularly. 

 

Reported by: 
 

Charles Bromser,                         Tan Chee Hui, 
Chairman.                                  Secretary 
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FIP Fight Against Forgeries Commission Report 2025 

The schedule of  Regional and International Exhibitions has now more or less returned to normality 
following the COVID epidemic. However, some changes have occurred which are affecting the 
operations of the Expert Groups at these exhibitions. I made reference to these matters in my 2024 
report, but I think that these matters need to be raised here again,  

Financial considerations are leading to exhibitions being only four days in length. This is placing a 
degree of pressure on all Jury Teams, and this equally applies to the Expert Team. The time available 
to view the exhibits and identify items for further examination must be shortened if all of the 
paperwork required is to be completed on time for the closing session of the jury and presentation of 
the Expert Team report. Observations of exhibitions in the last twelve months is that the number of 
items being selected for consideration by the Expert Teams is considerably reduced. Exhibitors 
might welcome this, but it does represent a retrograde step. 

A second cost-saving step being followed by Organising Committees and National Federations is to 
have jury members double as National Commissioners. This makes access of the Expert Team to 
such Commissioners  limited, and the proper procedures being followed (such as removal of pages 
from frames) difficult. It is essential that Judge/Commissioners delegate their responsibilities to 
another Commissioner willing to accept the responsibility.  

Commissioners-General produce a timetable for Commissioner meetings that includes the times 
when the Expert Teams needs access to the delegates. It needs to impressed on the Commissioners 
that their attendance is essential at these meetings. Members of the Expert Team do not have time to 
personally chase up individual Commissioners.  

The outcome of these factors is that it is not possible for an Expert Team at a Regional or 
International Exhibition to identify and examine the same number of items in exhibits as was done in 
the pre-COVID period. A survey of Expert Team work at exhibitions between 2010 and 2018 shows 
that the number of items examined varied from 36 to in excess of 60. Post-COVID, these numbers 
have been halved, and in a couple of cases the number has been in single figures. 

I raised another matter in my 2024 Report that I would like to emphasise again. This is that 
Organising Committees are not paying the same careful attention to the selection of the Expert Team 
members as that paid to the rest of the Jury. I do not doubt that this this is a cost-saving exercise to 
fill the Expert Team with persons from the host country or nearby countries. This has meant that on 
some occasions the Expert Team has had no member who is intimately familiar with Expert Team 
procedures and the completion of the paperwork. I have argued in the past that I believe that at every 
International Exhibition one member of the Expert Team should be taken from the Fight Against 
Forgeries Commission board members. This would ensure the Expert Team has the necessary 
expertise for its efficient operation. I hope that my successor will continue to press this point. 

As regards the work of the Expert Teams, the following observations are made.  

Examination of exhibits in the Thematic and Social Philately classes show that in a number of 
instances specialized philatelic items, and especially essays and proofs, are being misdescribed, or at 
best ambiguously identified. many instances, to a greater or lesser degree, of items being 
misdescribed, especially of essay and proof material.  
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Related to this is an ever increasing inclusion in exhibits or modern archival material (stamp artwork 
drawings and sketches) which are largely deriving from the private estates of the stamp designers. 
The bona fides of this material is very difficult to prove in some cases, and care must be taken by 
exhibitors to properly identify the origins of such material. It seems unlikely that in many instances 
there would be an Expert Committee willing to certify their genuineness. This may create a problem 
in the future. 

With the development of more sophisticated expertising methods, there is trend towards replacing 
certificates of genuineness more than 50 years old with new ones based on current analysis. I have 
seen this request being made of exhibitors at a few recent exhibitions, and there is resistance from the 
exhibitors as to the necessity for a new certificate. It is likely that in future Expert Teams also are 
going to ask for more up to date certificates for many items, and exhibitors will need to be educated 
as to the reasons and preferability for this. 

Turning to more general matters concerning forgeries and faking, I am frequently contacted 
regarding the activities of one Ebay seller or another.  Whie buying on Ebay is unquestionably a 
problem for less educated collectors, it does not seem that there can be anything that the A.P.F. can 
do about any complaints, and anu approaches to Ebay will be met with silence. Ebay’s self-policing 
of reimbursement following any complaints seems to satisfy them and they take little or no action 
against frequent offenders. 

 

Geoffrey Kellow 
Chairman, FIP Fight Against Forgeries Commission. 
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FIP Literature Commission Report for the 78th FIP Congress 

 
 
We are pleased to present the FIP Literature Commission report for the year 2025. 
 
In the year 2025, three major philatelic exhibitions highlighted the growing strength and 
continued development of philatelic literature. 
 
At the Uruguay 2025 FIP Specialised World Stamp Exhibition, a total of 53 printed 
literature exhibits and 11 digital literature exhibits were displayed. 
 
At Europhilex Birmingham 2025, an FIP Recognition Exhibition, the response was even 
stronger, with 81 printed literature exhibits on display and 35 digital literature exhibits. 
 
In the second half of 2025, PHILAKOREA 2025 World Stamp Exhibition was held in 
Seoul, Republic of Korea, with total of 88 literature exhibits. 
 
The Bureau received a suggestion from its delegates to conduct an FIP Qualifying Seminar 
on Literature Philately in the upcoming FIP exhibitions. 
 
We have secured a slot for this seminar on 7 February 2026, to be held during the Dubai 
2026 World Stamp Exhibition, and have requested the FIP Board to grant FIP Qualifying 
status for the seminar. 
 
In preparation, the Literature Commission Bureau will hold a Zoom meeting on 20 January 
2026, with the FIP Qualifying Literature Seminar at Dubai 2026 WSE as a key agenda item. 
 
The Literature Commission continues to publish its Newsletter twice a year, in June and 
December. The newsletters are available for download from: https://literature.f-i-
p.ch/newsletter/ 
 
Thank you for your kind attention. 
 
 
 
FIP Literature Commission Bureau 
31 December 2025 

 

 

https://literature.f-i-p.ch/ 
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Report of the FIP Maximaphilly Commission to the FIP 
Congress in Macau 

We have received a number of reports from various member countries regarding their activities 
which are set below. Most of them are in English, one of them in French. 

Israel  

Withdrawal of postmarks from Israeli post offices Nahum Shereshvsky, Israel 

In early 2024 Israel Post took out of use all the regular postmarks (CDS's) in all the post offices in 
the country. From the operational point of view, I can understand it, because these postmarks have 
hardly been in used for many years.  But from the point of view of creating maximum cards, 
situation has devastating consequences and it is even more difficult to create MCs in Israel now. 

The only postmarks available now are those made by the Philatelic Service for new stamps. For 
every stamp issue there is a commemorative (special) postmark, and they also prepare CDS's of Tel 
Aviv and Haifa with the date of issue. In addition, for new ATM Postage Labels they prepare a CDS 
of the post office where the machine issuing the label is located. Until 2024 these were rubber stamp 
versions of existing metal postmarks, now they are just philatelic postmarks like the special 
postmarks. 

The special postmark will be OK for the subject, but not necessarily for the place. For example, if 
there is a set of three "Waterfalls in Israel" stamps, the place of the postmark will be one of the 
waterfalls, but what about the other two? The rules of Maximaphilly refer to the nearest post office, 
but what do you do when there is a post office, but it doesn't have a postmark? The rules didn't 
anticipate a situation like that. 

Bulgaria 

En 2025, les maximaphilistes bulgares ont fait ce qui suit : 
1. Plus de 20 nouvelles cartes maximum bulgares ont ete emises avec de timbres-poste emis  
dans le en 2025.  
2. Nous avons participe aux expositions suivantes : 
- Exposition Philatelique Europeenne - Birmingham 2025 - participation au cours de  
Litterature avec le Catalogue de Cartes maximum bulgares. Le catalogue a recu une grande 
 medaille d’argent. 
 - Dobrich Philex,2025   
L’exposition a eu un grand succes, elle n’etait pas competitive et ils y ont participe 14 des meilleures 
expositions maximaphiles bulgares. Les cartes maximum bulgares sont utilisees autant que  possible 
dans les expositions de la Classe Libre, qui a participe a l’exposition Dobrich Philex,2025. 3. Nous 
avons participe au concours FIP pour la plus belle carte maximum pour 2024,en envoyant pour 
participation la carte maximum bulgare - Vautour percnoptere - Neophron  
 
Luxembourg 

2024: 33rd Specialised Exhibition for maximum card exhibits was held in Mamer (Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg) with international participation (Belgium & France) with around seven competitive 
exhibits (national level). 
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2025: 34th Specialised Exhibition for maximum card exhibits was held in Ettelbruck (Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg) with international participation (Belgium, Germany & France), together with a 
picture postcard exhibition with more than 30 competitive exhibits in both classes (national level). 

In 2026 we will organize a national specialized competition for maximum cards in Mamer. 

Per year, approximately 20 maximum cards are realised by the „Commisson maximaphiles“of the 
FSPL and sold to the interested collectors, mostly in associated clubs. 

Private realizations by a couple of „hardcore “maximum card collectors are realized with the 
Luxembourg stamps – if the subject of the stamp, subject of the – preferable old – postcard and the 
cancellation show enough „concordance “. 

In 2025, we had a jury seminar discussing – among other classes - the judging of maximum cards.  

All in all, it becomes more and more difficult to a) find stamp clubs who will b) organize the 
„Journée maximaphile“and c) to find the exhibits for the competition. The FSPL and the organizer 
are reaching across the border to find the exhibitors. 

 

Romania 

INTERNATIONAL MAXIMAPHILLY EXHIBITION  
“SIBIUMAX 2025” 

ROMANIA – FRANCE – ITALY – REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
 

As in every year, we once again had the pleasure of meeting in Sibiu for a new 
exhibition organized by the Philatelists’ Association of Sibiu County, in collaboration with 
the Sibiu City Hall, the ASTRA County Library, the Romanian Maximaphilly Society Dr. 
Valeriu Neaga, the Romanian Philatelic Federation, and the Sibiu County Postal Office. 

The second edition of the international Maximaphilly exhibition “SIBIUMAX 2025” 
– Romania – France – Italy – Republic of Moldova – was held in the foyer of the ASTRA 
County Library on September 12–14, 2025. 

At the opening ceremony, Mr. Nicolae Salade, president of the Sibiu County 
Philatelists’ Association, welcomed the attendees and noted that this year Sibiu had the 
honor of hosting this new exhibition, continuing a philatelic tradition that dates back to 
1930. Unlike previous exhibitions in Sibiu, which included a smaller number of 
Maximaphilly exhibits, this edition was dedicated exclusively to maximum card collectors. 
He emphasized that Maximaphilly, though a newer branch compared to philately, is 
considered by enthusiasts to be more attractive and visually engaging. In a country with 
strong traditions in the field, like Romania, one could say that Maximaphilly is “right at 
home” He expressed his gratitude to colleagues from Romania and the participating 
countries. 
 

Hong Kong 

In 2025, Hongkong Post issued 13 sets (some may argue 14) of special stamps, including a set of 
definitive stamps themed "Hong Kong Landmarks". Several other sets featured natural scenery and 
landscapes, prompting philatelists to consider getting their cancellation at the relevant post offices on 
the first days of issue. As a result, maximaphilists are always "on the run" in 2025. 
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Hongkong Post released only two sets of official maximum cards: "Hong Kong Public Architecture 
II" and the "2025 Hong Kong Definitive Stamps". Several stamp issues were also accompanied by 
high-priced sets of prepaid picture postcards, which many collectors deemed too expensive. 
Additionally, a special set of picture postcards based on the "Intangible Cultural Heritage – Paper 
Crafting Technique" was available for bonus point redemption by account customers of the Advance 
Order Service, with picture postcards featuring the same design but omitting the denomination and 
words. 

Maximaphilly Community 

The "Hong Kong Maximaphilly" Facebook group, established in October 2011, has about 2,600 
members, including individuals and philatelic organisations from Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, 
Macau, Southeast Asia, and overseas. This multilingual group serves as one of the major platforms 
for members to share experiences, display their collections, and exchange information (stamp issues, 
postcards, stamp exhibitions and competition etc), with close communication with Taiwanese 
enthusiasts facilitated through the LINE messaging app. 

Promotion and Exhibition 

France 
Maximum Card realizations: 
- The Service of new issues of the association “Les Maximaphiles Français” realized 145 
different Maximum Cards -2024/2025. 
- Foreign new issues: Correspondences with foreign friends in Maximaphilly are continuing 
and make possible very profitable exchanges at the international level. 
- France participated at the World Best Maximum Card Competition and at the FIP 
Commission for Maximaphilly newsletter. 
Information, training and publication: 
-We gave many lectures both during a regional philatelic congress and at several local 
philatelic associations. 
-Members of the National Commission of Maximaphilly meet once a year, to harmonize the 
work of the jury in accordance with the revised texts of the FIP. 
-The catalogue commission meets regularly to register the newly realized maximum 
cards. 

 
Communication: 
- The Internet site www.maximaphilesfrancais.org is more and more visited (400 000 
visitors). It is still establishing the links to the various sites dedicated to Maximaphilly and 
philately world-wide as well as to the cultural sites needed by the Maximaphilly. 

 
Journal /Articles: 
Slovenia 

Traditional Quadriennial exhibition of Maximum cards and illustrated Postcards with 
international participation will be held at a small city of Ravne na Koroškem , as usually, 
in March 2026. 

USA 
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For 2025, Maximum Card Study Unit of North America (MACSU) members participated in 
various philatelic exhibitions and realized many maximum cards, including:  

"Republic of Venice - Mail routes from/to the Levant and Europe – XV to XVIII 
Century" by George Constantourakis was awarded Large Gold at the Royale/Royal 2025 
(Canada);  

"Postal Stationery as Maximum Card Forerunners" by Sun-Yu Ng was awarded Gold in the 
Literature Class at the Great American Stamp Show 2025 (USA);  

"Pursuing UOs in Northern New Jersey " by Lloyd A. de Vries was awarded Large Vermeil in the 
Literature Class at the Great American Stamp Show 2025 (USA);  

"Hotel Stationery and Pre-Maximaphilly Pioneers" by Sun-Yu Ng was awarded Large Silver in the 
Literature Class at BERNABA 2025 (Switzerland).  

Across multiple YouTube channels, there are more than 200 videos about maximum cards already 
uploaded, including 49 new videos which were released in 2025, some of them are being listed 
below:  

Cultural heritage sites & historical monuments of Africa, in the footsteps of Margarita Kotopoulis, 
at https://youtu.be/UgBAax1dQMg; and almost 100 maximum cards from USA, 
France, Belgium, Austria, etc were realized.  
 

Brazil 
2025: 
New articles: 
- 4 new articles published on Maximaphily magazines and Philatelic sites. 
Expo: 
- National Expo Brapex 2025, São Paulo/SP, December, 11-13. 
 
After 4 years, I left the FEBRAF National Maximaphily Commission on July 25, 2025. The new 
commissioner is Mr. Gerson Francisco Quinhone. 

Pascal Bandry, President FIP Maximaphilly Commission 

Boštjan Petauer, Secretary Maximaphilly Commission 
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REPORT FROM FIP THEMATIC PHILATELY COMMISSION 
FOR 78TH FIP CONGRESS 

Activities of the Bureau during the period 2022 – 2026 
1. Composition of the Bureau 

The Commission was able to meet on 8 August 2022 during the 76th FIP Congress 
held in INDONESIA 2022. A new Chairman, Secretary and the Continental 
Bureau Members were elected to serve the term from 2022 to 2026 as follows : 

Chairman Tono D. Putranto (Indonesia) 
Secretary Daniel SZETO 
(Hong Kong) Bureau member for FEPA Paolo 
Guglielminetti (Italy) 
Bureau member for FIAF Luis-Fernando Diaz 
(Costa Rica) Bureau member for FIAP Chang-Han Kim 
(South Korea) 
 
The FIP Co-Ordinator for Thematic Philately Commission is the FIP Director, Peter 
Suhadolc (Slovenia)  

The FIP President announced in early 2023 that the membership of Indonesia was 
suspended due to arrear of membership fee. As a result, Tono D. Putranto of 
Indonesia had to withdraw from the post of Chairman of Thematic Commission. 
According to the current Guidelines, the Secretary Daniel Szeto had been asked to 
take over as the acting chairman and serve until the next Commission's Conference 
in 2026. The Secretary is replaced by one Bureau Member for this period. 

From April 2024 the Thematic Commission’s Bureau composition was then 
updated as follows  

 
Chairman Daniel SZETO (Hong Kong) 
Secretary Paolo Guglielminetti (Italy) 
Bureau member for FEPA Koenraad Bracke (Belgium), also 
editor of TC news Bureau member for FIAF Luis-Fernando Diaz (Costa 
Rica) 
Bureau member for FIAP Chang-Han Kim 
(South Korea) Co-opted member Yosuke Naito 
(Japan) 

 
The Bureau was also supported during this period by Jari Maijander, as co-editor of 
TC News, the bulletin of the Thematic Philately Commission, and Chales Bromser 
as webmaster, in charge of updating Commission’s website 
https://thematicphilately.f-i-p.ch/. 
Since that date the Bureau met several times in order to implement the following 
activities: 

 Revision of Thematic Philately SREV and Guidelines 
 Preparation of a new issue of “TC news”, the newsletter of the Commission 
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 Preparation of seminars and lectures 
 Updating of the Commission’s website 

 
2. Revision of Thematic Philately SREV and Guidelines 

The Bureau of the FIP Thematic Philately Commission worked on a revised version 
of the SREVs and Guidelines for thematic philately, also taking into account the 
suggestions received from Delegates of several Federations. 

The main general principle of the revision has been to simplify the text when 
required, eliminating repetition and ensuring better coherence across different parts of 
the document. 

The Guidelines are confirmed as the single official document providing guidelines for 
judging the exhibits in the thematic class, so explicitly and fully incorporating the 
Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits (SREV). This was 
already the case, but we made it clearer. 

In terms of content, there are some important changes in the evaluation criteria are 
proposed: 

 “Innovation” is eliminated as a separated element of evaluation, although it is 
mentioned as “achievement” for the remaining criteria where appropriate. 

 the 5 points of Innovation are transferred to Philatelic Knowledge (then its 
maximum goes from 15 to 20 points), so that the overall maximum score 
Knowledge, Personal Study and Research will be increase from 30 to 35 
points, in line with all other classes 

 the 30 points available for Treatment will be remodulated as follows: 10 points 
maximum for Title and Plan (instead of 15), and 20 points for Development 
(instead of 15), again in order to align with the other classes for this latter 
criterion. 

In the whole process, the Commission members have worked closely together with the 
FIP Board and have worked all the FIP Board’s comments into the revised SREVs and 
Guidelines. Therefore, the FIP Board has kindly pre-approved the current version of 
the revised SREVs and revised Guidelines. Thus, an online conference of 
Commission’s delegate is planned in February 2026 to discuss and approve the 
revised SREVs and Guidelines. After that, the Congress in Macao can then consider 
approving the revised SREVs 

 

1. TC news 
The bulletin of the FIP Thematic Philately Commission, TC news, No. 31 has been 
issued in August 2025. Besides the foreword by the Acting Chairman and an activity 
report of the Commission, the bulletin included several articles about thematic 
collecting and exhibiting. 
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2. Seminars and Lectures 
A FIP Qualifying Seminar was organised and held on 14 August 2023 during 
TAIPEI 2023:  
 
Name of Speaker:  Kim Chang Han and Tono D. Putranto 
Title of Seminar:   How to improve the thematic exhibit 
A Thematic Philately Lecture was also organized and held during EFIRO 2024 in 
Bucharest (Romania), on Friday 19 April, 2024. 

Name of Speaker:   Paolo Guglielminetti 
Title of Seminar:   Overview of Thematic Philately judging criteria 

The powerpoint file of these meetings are available in the TC Website. 

3. Updating of the Commission’s website 
The Commission’s website https://thematicphilately.f-i-p.ch/ has been revised in 
order to update Bureau composition and Delegate list, as well as to make available 
the new issue of TC news and the presentation made at seminars and lectures. 
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Report of the Youth Philately Commission, 2025 
 
Despite the absence of a formal bureau meeting in 2025, members and delegates maintained consistent 
communication via digital platforms. During these exchanges, the following concerns regarding the 
evaluation of Youth exhibits were raised: 

 
1. There is a notable lack of premier international exhibitions featuring Youth Class. Specifically, of 

the ten FIP-patronized exhibitions held since 2022, only four included Youth Class. This infrequent 
exposure has resulted in inconsistent judging standards and fluctuating awards for the same exhibits 
across different events. 

2. Not all accredited Youth Class jurors possess comprehensive expertise across all exhibition classes. 
Consequently, jurors are occasionally tasked with judging exhibits in disciplines outside their primary 
areas of familiarity. 

3. Some jurors find the current guidelines to be overly detailed and challenging to interpret. While the 
guidelines for the Youth Class are inherently complex due to the variety of exhibition classes and age 
groups they encompass, it is important to simplify these rules. Doing so will facilitate a clearer 
understanding and more effective application for both exhibitors and jurors. 

 
To address these challenges, the FIP Board may consider implementing incentives for organizers of FIP 
exhibitions that include Youth Class, such as offering discounted patronage fees. Additionally, a 
comprehensive database of youth jurors should be established, categorized by their areas of 
specialization in various exhibition classes. This resource will facilitate the selection of jurors with 
diverse expertise, ensuring well-rounded judging teams. The Commission will also develop a 
streamlined version of the Guidelines, aimed at enhancing clarity and ease of understanding for both 
exhibitors and jurors. 

 
While FIP primarily focuses on promoting organized philately, younger collectors often find excessively 
rigid regulations restrictive. According to delegate reports, the most widely attended fundamental stamp-
related activities are not exhibitions, but other initiatives such as letter or postcard-writing campaigns or 
stamp design competitions. The Youth Commission should consider sponsoring these activities, as with 
proper mentorship, participants in these programs may well become tomorrow’s exhibitors. 

 
Following are reports from National and Continental federations on Youth Philately: 

 
China 

PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITIONS 
 
International Stamp Exhibition: The All-China Philatelic Federation (ACPF) sent a total of 5 youth 
exhibits to participate in international philatelic exhibitions in 2025. At the Philakorea 2025 World 
Stamp Exhibition, these exhibits won 2 Large Vermeil medals, 1 Vermeil medal, and 1 Large Silver 
medal. At the Thailand 2025 Asian International Stamp Exhibition, they won 1 Large Vermeil 
medal. 

National Philatelic Exhibition: The ACPF organized two national-level philatelic exhibitions in 2025. 
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At Shanlian 2025, 1 Vermeil, 3 Large Silver, and 4 Silver medals were granted to Youth exhibits. At 
Hengqin 2025, a total of 32 youth exhibits were entered, resulting in 1 Large Vermeil, 4 Vermeil, 5 
Large Silver, 8 Silver, 7 Silver Bronze, and 7 Bronze medals being awarded. 

 

NATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND CALL FOR ENTRY ACTIVITIES 
 
National Youth One-Page Philatelic Exhibit: The All-China Philatelic Federation hosted an activity 
themed "The World in Square Inches, A Youthful Chapter" from May to September 2025. Participants 
were required to create works centered around themes such as economy, culture, and technology on a 
single standard exhibit sheet, using at least two genuine philatelic items. The awards were judged by 
national-level jurors, and outstanding works were showcased online during "Philately Week." 
 
National Children's Stamp Design Contest: The 2025 "China Post Insurance Cup" contest was 
themed "Dreaming of the Future with Stamps, Children Drawing the Galaxy." It attracted over 86,000 
entries from 23 competition zones nationwide. The works depicted future technology from the 
perspective of children. Final awards were selected for various categories, and a grand awards ceremony 
was held in Beijing. Such competitions were also widely carried out at the provincial level; for instance, 
the Jilin competition zone collected over 3,400 works. 

 
INNOVATIVE STUDY TOURS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES 
 
"Traveling with Stamps" Study Tour: This is an influential brand activity. In 2025, teachers and 
students from 18 provinces nationwide participated. Children visited cultural landmarks carrying 
philatelic knowledge with them. For example, students from Suzhou traveled to Hunan to connect with 
local schools, deepening their understanding of Hu-Xiang culture through on-site visits. 

 
Campus Philatelic Culture and Curriculum: Many schools integrate philately into daily teaching. For 
example, the First Affiliated Primary School of Central South University developed philatelic courses 
such as "Touring Changsha with Stamps," ingeniously fusing philatelic knowledge with knowledge from 
various disciplines. Shanghai Jingxiu High School constructed a "Curriculum—Activity—Research" 
framework, using stamps to revitalize ideological and political education. 

 
FEATURED EXHIBITIONS AND CLUB EXCHANGES 
 
Thematic Philatelic Exhibitions: Local postal offices and schools organize philatelic exhibitions with 
various themes. For instance, the Sanmenxia City Postal Branch held philatelic lectures and thematic 
exhibits in primary schools, covering subjects like the Chinese zodiac and scenery, allowing over 400 
teachers and students to experience the beauty of stamps up close. Jiangsu Province held the 14th Sports 
Philatelic Exhibition and synchronously celebrated the 40th anniversary of the founding of Changzhou's 
"Red Scarf Post Station," hosting a national youth post office fellowship gathering. 

 
Youth Post Offices and Public Welfare Practices: There are nearly 500 Youth Post Offices 
nationwide, serving as bases for young people to experience postal services and participate in social 
practices. In Shigang Town, Nantong, Jiangsu, they took the lead in organizing the first national 
invitational competition for creative hand-drawn covers by teachers and students, encouraging youths to 
combine local culture with artistic creation, thus rooting philatelic culture in their native soil. 

 
(Zhang Weiwei) 
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Malaysia 
In the year of 2025, the Philatelic Society Malaysia has assisted Pos Malaysia in promoting philately 
in 520 school stamp clubs through their KESEF project. Currently, it's main purpose is to promote 
Malaysia stamps through various competitions including on 16-page-frames. 

 
As at the time of writing, 5 schools are selected for a trial on training for international exhibiting. 
 
It is worth noting that a pupil who participated at Thailand Asian International Stamp Exhibition in 
August was accompanied by the headmaster and two teachers to visit the exhibition sponsored by Pahang 
State Government. Later, her exhibit was entered to Dubai 2026. 

 
(Tan Chee Hui) 

 
Thailand 
The Philatelic Association of Thailand under the Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn (P.A.T.) is dedicated to a policy of supporting youth stamp collectors and exhibitors, as we 
believe they are the future of philately. 

We actively encourage youth exhibitors to develop exhibits based on stories or topics that interest them. 
Our support includes showcasing examples of exhibit pages, guiding them through story planning, and 
teaching the fundamentals of writing for exhibits. We also provide recommendations on selecting 
materials and offer constructive feedback to help them refine their work. 

 
We have been impressed by the research skills of modern youth exhibitors. In the past, creating an exhibit 
required consulting over ten reference books; today, exhibitors can achieve remarkable results using just 
a laptop and tools like ChatGPT. 

 
To further encourage participation from both Thailand and abroad, we have waived the frame fee for the 
Youth Class at stamp exhibitions in Thailand. Beyond exhibitions, we support students through 
educational lectures, guided tours of the Philatelic Museum, and instruction on the value of stamp 
collecting, ranging from basic to advanced levels. 

 
(Khun Jenwit Apichainunt) 

 
 
India 
PCI Rotary Letter Writing Project - Organised by Philatelic Congress of India in association with Rotary 
International Dist 3291 - was one of the most successful initiatives by PCI for the school students of 
Class IX and X. Nearly 5000 students across about 100 schools were provided with Inland Letter Cards 
to write a letter to their parents or teacher and express gratitude to them. 

 
FIAF 

PROMOTION OF YOUTH PHILATELY 
 
During 2025, promotion of Youth Philately strengthened significantly at multiple levels. Within FIAF, 
the presence of youth collections increased in national exhibitions held in Argentina, Spain, and Peru, 
reflecting these countries’ commitment to developing competitive young philatelists. 
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Peru stands out for launching new workshops and talks aimed at young people, from which new 
philatelists and active exhibitors emerged. Brazil, the USA, Colombia, Cuba, and Mexico also organized 
youth exhibitions, workshops, and activities in schools and scout groups. 

 
OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATION 
 
International visibility of youth philately expanded through the official FIAF Youth Philately Facebook 
page, now a key meeting space for young collectors and 
promoters. With regular posts and activities, it surpassed 1,700 followers, maintaining steady growth. 
The commission also collaborated in the design and development of the FIP Youth Commission website, 
strengthening global digital presence. 

 
FIP INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS 
In 2025, two FIP exhibitions were held. Only PHILAKOREA 2025 included the youth 
class, featuring one collection from Brazil, one from Spain, and three from the United States. 

 
EXHIBITIONS WITHIN FIAF 

- Juvenex 2025 (Argentina): hybrid exhibition celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Ituzaingó Philatelic 
and Numismatic Center. Eight countries participated, displaying 62 youth and 6 ex-youth collections. 
- AMIFIL Youth 2025 (Peru): virtual exhibition marking the 40th anniversary of the Círculo Amigos de 
la Filatelia, with 35 youth collections from Argentina and Peru 
- Juvenia 2025 (Spain): scheduled for November in Cádiz. 

 
 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES BY COUNTRY 
Significant cooperation with scout associations in Argentina, Brazil, the USA, Mexico, and Spain are 
highlighted. Local clubs in Argentina, Spain, Peru, Costa Rica, and 
Brazil also promoted activities for young collectors. (Christian Gabriel Pérez) 

 
The Report of the Commission for 2024 was submitted to the Board on May 30, 2025. 

 

 
Stephen CHAN ZHANG Weiwei 
Chairman Secretary 

 
December 28, 2015 
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Open Philately Working Group Report to the FIP Congress 2026 

During the FIP Board meeting in Cape Town (November 2022) the decision was taken to appoint a 
Working Group (WG) that would be responsible for temporarily leading Open Philately until the 
next Commission elections at the FIP Congress in 2026. Peter Suhadolc had already been appointed 
as Liaison Officer (August 2022), and he was nominated to be Co-Chair of the WG with the Co-
Chair to be selected from a group of invited members.  The following members of the Open Philately 
WG were then appointed by the FIP Board in December 2022: Co-Chair: Birthe King (UK), 
Secretary: Iva Mouritsen (Germany), Members: Elisabeth Hisey (USA) (FIAF), Kazuyuki Inoue 
(Japan) (FIAP), Jari Majander (Finland) (FEPA).  

The WG has operated throughout by Zoom meetings, arranged by Kelly Ong, with the first meeting 
held on 15 February 2023. Eight meetings were held during 2023 and seven in 2024. In 2025 the 
WG met six times, partly because the bulk of the work on the Guidelines had progressed very well.  

 

Guidelines 

The item that has taken up most of the time at our meetings has been the Guidelines, very much 
based on the WG members’ experiences as jurors at national and regional exhibitions and questions 
at our seminars. The members might express strong opinions, and with all of the members having 
English as their second language, care was taken that the wording of the Guidelines should be as 
clear and unambiguous as possible. The aim of the WG has continued to be to keep the Guidelines as 
‘open’ as possible, to keep the Guidelines to four pages A4 with the addition of a small section on 
Synopsis. 

 

Seminars 

The FIP Open Philately Working Group Qualifying Seminars were created to interest Open 
Philatelists to become jurors, a step on the road to become an Open Philately FIP Juror, but also to 
encourage collectors and exhibitors to learn more about Open Philately. The following seminars have 
taken place during 2023-2025: IBRA, Essen May 2023, presented by Peter Suhadolc (Open Philately 
Guidelines) and Birthe King (explaining several examples from successful Open Philately exhibits) 
(28 participants). Thailand, December 2023, presented by Peter Suhadolc (30 participants). EFIRO, 
Bucharest, April 2024, presented by Peter Suhadolc and Francisc Ambrus. Mare Balticum, Tartu, 
Estonia July 2024, presented By Peter Suhadolc and Jari Majander. Uruguay, February 2025, 
presented by Peter Suhadolc assisted by Jari Majander (48 participants). The Organising Committee 
had enquired if the WG would present a seminar to raise interest for Open Philately at their 
exhibition. Peter distributed a translation of the Guidelines into Spanish.  

Two seminars without FIP recognition, but to create interest for Open Philately, were also arranged: 
GASS Cleveland, Ohio, September 2023, presented by Birthe King and Liz Hisey (15 participants). 
HAFNIA, Copenhagen, October 2024, presented by Birthe King. 

FIP Open Philately Qualifying Juror Seminars are planned for Dubai, February 2026 and Boston, 
May 2026. 

Open Philately Jurors 

The WG is pleased that there now are three FIP qualified jurors, Iva Mouritsen, Francisc Ambrus, 
and Bruce Chadderton, but the process is very long, and we have looked at FIP jurors with OP 
exhibits who might be interested in cross-accrediting. The WG has also been pleased to see that the 
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number of Open Philately exhibits at exhibitions has been increasing, particularly in Europe, e.g.  23 
OP exhibits were shown at the EFIRO 2024 Exhibition (FIP), and 14 at the HAFNIA 2024 
Exhibition (FEPA).

In order to get more FIP Open Philately jurors as quickly as possible, the WG has studied replies 
from the attendance list from the seminars to find FIP jurors of other classes with Open Philately 
exhibits, who might want to be cross-accredited. 

Website

Kazuyuki Inoue had agreed to become the webmaster to set up a website for Open Philately within 
the FIP Website. A report about the activities of the OP WG was published in Flash 135. In it an 
appeal was made to all Federations, which have not yet done so, to appoint a delegate to the future 
Open Philately Commission. WG members have contributed to the text and changes are continuing 
to make the website interesting and informative, and easy to follow. It is available at: 
openphilately.f-i-p.ch

A website is an ever-changing entity, and the latest addition will be a variety of examples of Open 
Philately exhibits. It is expected that links to websites with Open Philately exhibits will be added in 
the future.

The Open Philately Working  Group welcomes the election of an Open Philately Bureau and 
Commission and trusts that the members will continue the outreach work in the future by attending  
exhibitions, international, national, and regional, to encourage philatelists and other collectors to 
learn more about this class, which has so much to offer with its combination of philatelic and non-
philatelic material together in one exhibit.

     

Birthe King and Peter Suhadolc
(Open Pilately Working Group Co-chairs)
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6.1 Motion from Philatelic Federation of Finland  
a) Amendment to GREV Articles 3.1, 4.3, 4.4 and 5.3 
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7.1 UPDATES TO THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE FIP FOR THE EVALUATION OF 
COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS AT FIP EXHIBITIONS G R E V 
 
Existing Updates Reasons  

Article 3 Principles of Exhibit Composition 

3.1 The exhibit shall consist solely of 
relevant philatelic material, supporting 
documentation and text, other than in an 
Open Philately exhibit.  

3.1 The A philatelic exhibit shall consist solely of relevant philatelic 
material, supporting documentation and text other than in an Open 
Philately exhibit.  Philatelic materials include used or mint postage 
stamps, postal stationery cards, letter cards and other philatelic materials 
issued by a postal authority; postally used materials and other relevant 
philatelic material defined for a certain class in the related SREV. 

. To identify what 
qualifies as Philatelic 
exhibit and Philatelic 
Materials. 

 
3.2 Relevant philatelic material is defined 
for each class in the SREV for that class. 

3.2 Relevant philatelic materials is defined for each class in the SREV 
for that class. Some competitive exhibits may contain non-philatelic 
materials. Non-philatelic material includes materials not issued by a 
postal authority, non-postally used materials and other relevant non-
philatelic materials as defined in the SREV for the related class.  

 
In an effort to promote 
competitive exhibiting 
in various classes, an 
exhibit can contain 
Non-Philatelic 
Materials in addition 
to Philatelic Materials 
in some circumstances. 
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3.3 The exhibit shall show a clear concept 
of the subject treated, developed 
according to the characteristics of the 
respective competitive class, as defined by 
the SREV for that class. The title must 
describe the contents of the exhibit. The 
concept shall be laid out in an 
introductory statement. The texts of the 
whole exhibit must be written in one of 
the FIP official languages (English, 
Spanish, German and French). 

 

 

 

The texts of the whole exhibit must be written in one of the FIP official 
languages (English, Spanish, German and or French). 

3.4 The material displayed should be fully 
consistent with the subject chosen. The 
selection should show the appreciation of 
the exhibitor as to what is available in the 
context of his chosen subject. It should 
also include the fullest range of relevant 
philatelic material of the highest available 
quality. 

 

3.5 The presentation and the 
accompanying text of the exhibit should 
be simple, tasteful and well balanced. It 
should add information to that provided 
by the material and show the level of 
understanding of the subject and the 
personal research of the exhibitor. 

 

Article 4 Criteria for Evaluation   

4.1 The evaluation of the exhibits is made 
by a jury, which will be constituted and 
shall perform its duties in accordance with 
the provisions of Section V of the GREX. 
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4.2 Criteria for the evaluation of 
competitive exhibits at FIP exhibitions are 
as follows:  
 
 
- Treatment and Philatelic Importance  
- Philatelic and related Knowledge,  
  Personal Study and Research  
-Condition and Rarity of material  
 exhibited  
-Presentation 

4.2 The criteria for the evaluation of philatelic competitive exhibits 
(Traditional Philately, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately, 
Thematic Philately, Maximaphily, and Astrophilately) at FIP exhibitions 
are as follows: 
 
- Treatment and Philatelic Importance 
- Philatelic and related Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 
- Condition and Rarity of the exhibited material exhibited 
- Presentation. 
  
For Thematic philately Treatment and Philatelic Importance are 
replaced by Treatment (Title and Plan, and Development). 

To make it clear that 
the criteria in Article 
4.2 are to be used for 
evaluating a          
philatelic competitive 
exhibit. 

4.3 Special criteria apply to exhibits in the 
Thematic, Youth and Literature classes, 
see Article 5.3 below. 

4.3 Special criteria apply to exhibits in the Thematic, Youth and 
Literature classes, see Article 5.3 below.  Notwithstanding Article 4.2 
above, the criteria for the evaluation of competitive exhibits (Revenue, 
Open Philately and Picture Postcards) which contain relevant non-
philatelic material are as follows:  
 

- Treatment (Title and Plan, and Development) 
- Philatelic and Non-Philatelic Knowledge, Personal Study and     
  Research (Subject and Material) 
- Condition and rarity of the exhibited material  
- Presentation.  
 

In an effort to promote 
competitive exhibiting 
in various classes, 
criteria have been 
developed for judging 
competitive exhibits 
which contain Non-
Philatelic Materials. 
 

4.4 Guidelines for the criteria for Modern 
Philately, Open Philately and One Frame 
exhibits are published on the website. 

4.4 Guidelines for the criteria for Modern Philately, Open Philately and 
One Frame exhibits are published on the website.  The criteria for the 
evaluation of a Philatelic Literature exhibit, which differs from the 
other exhibits as they contain only texts and pictures, are as follows: 
 

- Treatment of contents 
        - Originality, significance and depth of  research  

- Technical matters  
- Presentation 

Philatelic Literature 
will have different 
judging criteria from 
other competitive 
classes listed in GREX 
Article 4.2 and Article 
4.3. 
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4.5 The criterion of "Treatment" requires 
an evaluation of the completeness and 
correctness of the selected material made 
by the exhibitor to illustrate his chosen 
subject. 

4.5a The criterion of "Treatment", in the case of philatelic competitive 
exhibits (per Article 4.2), requires an evaluation of the completeness 
and correctness of the selected material made by the exhibitor to 
illustrate his chosen subject. 

 
The criterion of "Treatment", in the case of Thematic Philately, is 
subdivided into the criteria “Title and Plan, and Development”.  
The title with any subtitle defines the scope of the exhibit.  
The plan defines the structure of the exhibit in a logical order of chapters 
and subchapters.  
The development means to elaborate the theme in depth, aiming to 
achieve a consistency between title, plan and the pages within the 
exhibit. 
4.5b The criterion of "Treatment ", in the case of competitive exhibits 
(per Article 4.3), is subdivided into the criteria “Title and Plan, and 
Development”.  
 
The title with any subtitle defines the scope of the exhibit.  
The plan defines the structure of the exhibit in a logical order of chapters 
and subchapters.  
The development means to elaborate the theme in depth, aiming to 
achieve a consistency between title, plan and the pages within the 
exhibit. 
 

 

4.6 The criterion of "Philatelic 
Importance" requires an evaluation of 
philatelic significance of the subject 
chosen by the exhibitor, in terms of its 
scope, degree of difficulty of the subject, 
and the philatelic interest of the exhibit 

  

4.7 The criteria of "Philatelic and related 
Knowledge, Personal Study and 
Research" require the following 

4.7 The criteria of "Philatelic and related Knowledge, Personal Study 
and Research" for Philatelic competitive exhibit (Article 4.2) and 
"Philatelic and non-philatelic Knowledge, Personal Study and Research” 
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evaluations:  
- Knowledge is the degree of knowledge 
of the exhibitor as expressed by the items 
chosen for display and their related  
description;  
- Personal Study is the proper analysis of 
the items chosen for display;  
- Research is the presentation of new facts 
related to the chosen subject. 

for competitive exhibits (Article 4.3) require the following evaluations:  
 

4.8 The criteria of "Condition and Rarity" 
require an evaluation of the quality of the 
displayed material considering the 
standard of the material that exists for the 
chosen subject, the rarity and the relative 
difficulty of acquisition of the selected 
material. 

  

4.9 The criterion of "Presentation" 
requires an evaluation of the overall 
aesthetic appearance of the exhibit. 

  

 
Article 5 Judging of Exhibits 

 
  

5.1 Judging of an exhibit will be carried 
out in general in accordance with Section 
V of the GREX. 

 

 

5.2 Judging is based on the criteria 
explained in Art. 4 above.  
 
 
 
 
1. Treatment and Philatelic Importance 30 
 
 

5.2a Judging is based on the criteria explained in Art. 4 above. The 
allocation of points for the judging of philatelic competitive exhibits 
(Traditional Philately, Postal History, Postal Stationery, Aerophilately, 
Maximaphily and Astrophilately) based on the criteria listed in Article 
4.2 above are as follows: 

 
1. Treatment and Philatelic Importance 30 

- Treatment                      20 

To detail the points 
allocation for each 
judging criterion for 
philatelic competitive 
exhibits listed in 
Article 4.2 above. 
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2. Philatelic and related Knowledge, 
Personal Study and Research 35 
 
 
3. Condition and Rarity 30  
 
 
4. Presentation  5  
 
Total                          100         
 
 
Exhibits will be evaluated by allocating 
points for each of the above criteria. 
These will be entered on score sheets of 
an approved format       

- Philatelic Importance   10 
 

2. Philatelic and Related Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 35 

 

3. Condition and Rarity        30 
- Condition                    10 
- Rarity                           20 
 

4. Presentation                        5 

        Total                              100 
 
Exhibits will be evaluated by allocating points for each of the above 
criteria. These will be entered on score sheets of an approved format. 
 

5.2b The allocation of points for the judging of Thematic philatelic 
competitive exhibits based on the criteria listed in Article 4.2 above are 
as follows: 

 
1. Treatment (Title & and Plan, Development) 30 

- Title and Plan                    10 
- Development                    20 

 
2. Philatelic and Related Knowledge, Personal Study and Research 35 

- Thematic (subject) knowledge            15 
- Philatelic knowledge                            20 
 

3. Condition and Rarity                             30 
- Condition                  10 
- Rarity                        20 
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4. Presentation                                          5 

        Total                                                 100 
 
Exhibits will be evaluated by allocating points for each of the above 
criteria. These will be entered on score sheets of an approved format. 
 

5.3 The criteria for evaluating Literature, 
Thematic and Youth exhibits are shown in 
the SREVs of the concerned classes. The 
criteria for Modern Philately, Open 
Philately and One Frame exhibits are 
shown in the guidelines for these 
disciplines. 
 
 
 
 

5.3 The criteria for evaluating Literature, Thematic and Youth exhibits 
are shown in the SREVs of the concerned classes. The criteria for 
Modern Philately, Open Philately and One Frame exhibits are shown in 
the guidelines for these disciplines. 

The allocation of points for the judging of competitive exhibits 
in Revenue, Open Philately and Picture Postcards which contain relevant 
non-philatelic materials, and based on the criteria listed in Article 4.3 
above, will be as follows: 

  
1. Treatment (Title and Plan, Development)                    30 

           -Title and plan                         10 
           -Development                         20 
 
2.  Philatelic and non-philatelic Knowledge, Personal Study and 
Research                                                                                   35 
 

 -Subject Knowledge, Personal Study and Research          15 
 -Material Knowledge, Personal Study and Research        20 

 
 

3. Condition and Rarity (Philatelic and Non-Philatelic)        30 

- Condition         10                                      
- Rarity                20 
 

To detail the points 
allocation for each 
judging criterion as 
defined in Article 4.3 
above. 
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4. Presentation                                                    5 

           Total             100 

Exhibits will be evaluated by allocating points for each of the above 
criteria. These will be entered on score sheets of an approved format. 

  
5.4 The allocation of points for the judging of a Philatelic Literature 
exhibit as described in Article 4.4 above will be as follows: 
Treatment of contents                                                      40 

Originality, significance and depth of research   40 

Technical matters                                                      15 

Presentation                                                        5 

     Total          100        

To detail the points 
allocation for each 
judging criterion for 
Philatelic literature 
exhibits listed in 
Article 4.4 above. 

  

5.5 The allocation of points for each criterion for judging a Youth exhibit 
will be different from the adult class.  The allocation of points for 
Treatment, Research and Knowledge will be less and the points 
allocation for Presentation and Condition will be more.  This allocation 
of points will vary with the age group to which the Youth exhibit 
belongs. 

  
 
 

To detail the points 
allocation for each 
judging criterion for 
Youth exhibit. 
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5.6 Judging of a Modern Exhibit is to be based on either the criteria listed 
in Article 5.2 or 5.3 above depending on the class to which the subject 
matter of exhibit belongs.  

To detail the points 
allocation for each 
judging criterion for 
Modern Exhibits. 

 5.7 The Non-Standard Frame Exhibits are to be judged based on the class 
to which the subject matter of the exhibit belongs.  A Non-Standard Frame 
Exhibit refers to an exhibit with 1 to 4 frames. For philatelic competitive 
exhibits, the criteria and points allocation will be as listed in Article 5.2 
above and, for competitive exhibits which contain Non-Philatelic 
Materials, the criteria and points allocation will be as listed in Article 5.3 
above. 

To clarify that the 
Non-Standard Frame 
Exhibit is to be judged 
based on the class to 
which the subject 
matter of the exhibit 
belongs. 
 

5.4 Prizes will be awarded according to 
Article 8 of the GREX. 

5.8 Prizes will be awarded according to Article 8 of the GREX. Re-numbering 

5.5 Medals will be awarded as per the 
following table, based on the total of the 
assessments under the headings in 5.2 
above:  
Large Gold    95 - 100 
Gold                 90 - 94  
Large Vermeil 85 - 89  
Vermeil           80 - 84  
Large Silver    75 - 79 
Silver              70 - 74 
Silver Bronze  65 - 69 
Bronze            60 – 64 
 

5.9 Medals will be awarded as per the following table, based on the total 
of the assessments points allocation under the headings in Article 5.2 -
5.6 above:  
 
Large Gold    95 - 100 
Gold                90 - 94  
Large Vermeil 85 - 89  
Vermeil           80 - 84  
Large Silver    75 - 79 
Silver              70 - 74 
Silver Bronze 65 - 69 
Bronze            60 – 64 

The highest medal for Youth Philately will be Gold medal and Gold 
medal will be available for Youth Age Class C only. 

Re-numbering 

5.6 The Grands Prix are awarded to the 
exhibits receiving the most votes of the 
jury in secret ballot from among those 

5.10 The Grands Prix are awarded to the exhibits receiving the most 
votes of the jury in by way of secret ballot from among those exhibits 
achieving at least 96 points (ref. Article 44 of GREX). 

Re-numbering and 
grammatical change 
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exhibits achieving at least 96 points (ref. 
Article 44 of GREX). 
5.7 The Jury may express Felicitations for 
exhibits distinguishing themselves by 
philatelic research or originality (Ref.: 
Article 8.5 of the GREX). 

5.7 5.11 The Jury may express Felicitations for exhibits distinguishing 
themselves by philatelic research or originality (Ref.: Article 8.5 of the 
GREX).  

 

Re-numbering 

5.8 Special prizes may be awarded by the 
Jury in accordance with Article 8.6 of the 
GREX. 

5.8 5.12 Special prizes may be awarded by the Jury in accordance with 
Article 8.6 of the GREX. 

Re-numbering. 

Article 6 Concluding Provisions 

6.1 In the event of any discrepancies in 
the text arising from translation, the 
English text shall prevail. 

  

6.2 The General Regulations of the FIP 
for the Evaluation of Competitive 
Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions (GREV) were 
approved at the 75th FIP Congress on 
December 2nd, 2018, in Bangkok and 
Article 3.3 updated by the FIP Board 
members at the 144th Board meeting on 
22 May 2022 in Lugano, Switzerland. 

6.2 The General Regulations of the FIP for the Evaluation of 
Competitive Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions (GREV) were approved at 
the 75th FIP Congress on December 2nd, 2018, in Bangkok and 
Article 3.3 updated by the FIP Board members at the 144th Board 
meeting on 22 May 2022 in Lugano, Switzerland updated and 
approved by the FIP Board during the 193rd FIP Board meeting in 
Dubai, UAE on 9 February 2026 and subsequently approved at the 
78th FIP Congress in Macao on 1 July 2026. 
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7.2 UPDATES TO GREX ARTICLE 30.4 
 
The FIP Board approved the following proposed GREX changes on Article 30.4 during the Conference Board 
meeting on December 9, 2025.  The Board agreed to introduce a Bylaw to be published in FLASH for the amendment 
of GREX on the changes made to allow the Exhibition Managements more flexibility in selecting jurors under the 
Exhibition Management 25% quota per GREX Article 30.4. The Board seeks ratification by the 78th Congress. 
 
 
BYLAW: UPDATES TO THE GENERAL REGULATIONS OF FIP FOR FIP EXHIBITIONS 
(GREX) 
Existing Updates Reasons  
30.4 The Exhibition 
Management nominates up 
to 25% of the jury members 
from the accredited Jurors of 
its own National Federation, 
in accordance with Article 
30.1. 
 

30.4 The Exhibition Management 
nominates up to 25% of the jury members 
from the accredited Jurors of its own 
National Federation, in accordance with 
Article 30.1.  In the situation whereby the 
Exhibition Management is unable to 
utilise this 25%, the Exhibition 
Management can nominate the balance 
from the list of accredited jurors from its 
Continent, preferably from the list of 
accredited jurors submitted by Members 
to the Exhibition Management. 

To give more flexibility to the 
Exhibition Management to be able to 
nominate from the list of accredited 
jurors from their respective 
Continents, as some FIP Members 
that would be hosting respective 
upcoming FIP World Stamp 
Exhibitions do not have sufficient 
FIP accredited national jurors. 

 
 

 

 



AGENDA POINT 8 - FIP EXHIBITIONS 

78th FIP Congress                      page 69 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIP Patronage Exhibitions 2026-2030 
 

Year Exhibition Venue Date FIP Consultant Assistant Consultant 

2026 PHILATAIPEI 2026 Chinese Taipei 19 – 24 November 2026 Prakob Chirakiti 
 
Richard Tan 
 

2027 SLOVPHILEX 2027 Bratislava, Slovakia 30 June – 4 July 2027 Yigal Nathaniel 
 
Peter Suhadolc 
 

2027 BELGRADE 2027 Belgrade, Serbia 12 – 17 October 2027 
 
Peter Suhadolc 
 

Yigal Nathaniel 

2028* PRAGA 2028 Prague, Czech Republic 22 – 26 March 2028 
 
Yigal Nathaniel 
 

Peter Suhadolc 

2028* IBRA 2028 Ulm, Germany 26 – 29 October 2028 
 
Peter Suhadolc 
 

Yigal Nathaniel 

 
2029* 
 

ROMANIA 2029 Bucharest, Romania May 2029 
 
Yigal Nathaniel 
 

Peter Suhadolc 

 
2030* 
 

GREAT BRITAIN 
2023 

Birmingham, UK 1 – 5 May 2030 
 
Peter Suhadolc 
 

Yigal Nathaniel 

 
 

*Exhibitions to be approved by the 78th FIP Congress, agreement to be signed and deposit to be made to confirm the Patronage. 


	Table of contents
	Elections                   47 - 53


